One Degree - Affirmation of Faith

GRH EE"‘BHPT IS T Lesson 6 — Jesus Christ

IV. Jesus Christ

We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe in
His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning
death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and
personal visible return to earth.

Humanity of Jesus: Virgin Birth
Read Exodus 1:18-25

Why is the Virgin Birth Important?

"What if tomorrow someone digs up definitive proof that Jesus had a real, earthly, biological father named
Larry, and archeologists find Larry’s tomb and do DNA samples and prove beyond a shadow of a doubt
that the virgin birth was really just a bit of mythologizing the Gospel writers threw in to appeal to the
followers of the Mithra and Dionysian religious cults that were hugely popular at the time of Jesus, whose
gods had virgin births?

But what if, as you study the origin of the word “virgin” you discover that the word “virgin” in the gospel of
Matthew actually comes from the book of Isaiah, and then you find out that in the Hebrew language at
that time, the word “virgin” could mean several things. And what if you discover that in the first century
being “born of a virgin” also referred to a child whose mother became pregnant the first time she had
intercourse?"

-Rob Bell; Velvet Elvis, p. 26

1. Implication of the Deity of Christ
Read Gal. 4:4

2. Implication of Man’s work in salvation
Read John 3:16

3. Implication regarding inherited sin
Read Luke 1:35



